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ANNOUNCING THE CAST OF
MENODOSITIVE THE MUSICAL

Betty Ann Courtney as Kate
Marilyn Holt as Marnie
Debbie Dyan as Cynthia

Sharon Klassen as Zsu 7su

EDITOR’S NOTE:

| had the pleasure of attending a Sunday afternoon rehearsal this past week, with the express
purpose of taking some really good photos of the cast in action. Well.... that didn’t quite hap-
pen—the colours were not good. So | edited them to sepia effect. |1 am not as proficient as Robin
Black was at taking pictures in a theatre with stage lighting. It’s not as easy as you think it is go-
ing to be. However, | hope you appreciate a little this first effort—and good luck to the girls and
Mary Ann, the show looked great to me! Wendy P.
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WEDNESDAY MORNINGS AT THE VILLAGE THEATRE—SCRIPT LIBRARY

I
| Members wanting to read a new script or find old favorites are invited to come in and !
| browse on Wednesday mornings from 10 am to 12 noon. !
' I

I
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1-Act Play Festival - Echo Player's Entries

Echo Players are entering two plays this year for the Vancouver Island One-Act Play Festival,
to run Nov 6th—8th. They are: “Closer and Closer Apart”, written by Eugene Stickland, di-
rected by Wendy Punter, and “Ledge, Ledger and Legend”, written by Paul Elliott, directed by
Helen-Margaret Randall, (better known as H.M. to her friends!) But they are also presenting
“An Evening of 1-Act Plays”, featuring both these plays, on Thursday & Friday Oct 29th and
30th. at the Village Theatre. Curtain up 7:30 pm. Call Box Office for details.

When interviewed this is what H.M. told us about her play:

A distraught woman, Penny Rutherford, (Shirley Cochrane) finds herself a ledge as she is about to end it
all. However, hilarity ensues as J.M., (Brian McLellan) a professional councilor in life-ending techniques,
has followed her onto the ledge and begins to

critique her choices, methods and lack of planning in her impromptu attempt.

She pays him (the ledger) to give her advice. Just as she is about to go...another councilor P.J. (Gloria
Grant) from a competitive company, arrives to take over from the hapless J.M., whose legendary cases, it
turns out, are false statements. It is now crowded on the ledge.

The comedy continues as Penny deals with P.J. and then must use her new knowledge to save J.M. A happy
ending awaits!l! Audiences will be sent home laughing after watching the antics of the three characters
in this unusual comedy.

9 g 4 {
SHE'S MY CLIENT. 28/0 MIND YOU DOH{T §LIP LED@EEDGER & LEGEND
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When interviewed this is what Wendy told us about her play:

This is a poignant and moving story about relationships and responsibilities; an individual's own wants and
needs versus the needs of another. Melody drops in on her father whom she hasn't seen for several
years—she is on her way to a new life, in a new town, in a new country. But she quickly realizes that
things are not quite what she expected. Soon she is caught between her desire to get on with her life
and her growing feelings of obligation to her remaining parent. This play has many mood shifts and can-
not fail to move the audience with its delicate and honest handling of the dilemma faced by both of its
characters. Eugene Stickland is a Canadian playwright residing in Calgary, AB.




PAGE 4 THE BUGLE

BREAK A LEG
Of all theatrical superstitions, this attempt to ward off the forces of darkness by

wi shing oneds fellow performers the opposite of d luck is
best known outside the profession. It belongs with other superstitions, such as that

itds bad luck to whistle in a theatre, t hat )\c‘u uld never
play at the dress rehearsal, or that you must never say the name of the Scottish ~

Play in the green room. Actors have always been a superstitious bunch, as you

might expect from a profession in which employment is sporadic, audiences fickle ’ — LM——
and reputations fragile.

The saying is widely used among actors and musicians in the theatre today, sometimes before every per-

formance, but more often reserved for first night. Where it comes from has for decades been a source of

di spute and | 6ve collected the following specul ations:
e |In earlier times, actors wished one another fAmay you bre
ance would be so successful that the performer would be called forth to take a bow 0 to bend his
knee.

e At one time audiences showed their appreciation by throwing money on the stage; to pick the coins
up, actors had to break their legs, that is, kneel or bend down.

e The curtains on either side of a stage were called the legs, so that to pass through the legs was to
make it out on to the stage ready to give a good performance, or perhaps expressing the hope that
you will need to pass through them at the end of the show to take a curtain call, implying your per-
formance had been good.

e The saying really refers to getting oned6s big break, tha
sure success in onebs career.
e The famous French actress Sarah Bernhardt had a | eg ampu

forming; it is considered good luck to mention her in the hope that some of her theatrical prowess
will rub off by association.

e John Wilkes Booth, the actor who assassinated President Lincoln, broke his leg when he jumped on
to the stage to escape afterward. Somehow, reminding fellow actors of this event is supposed to
lead to good luck in the performance.

We may discard all of these on the grounds of varying degrees of implausibility. A key factor is that most of

the stories assume that breakaleg i s an ol d expression, whereas itoés actuall
known example in print refers to a show with that title in 1957. The saying must, of course, be older for it to

have been borrowed for the title and there is anecdotal evidence from theatrical memoirs and personal rec-

ollection that it has been around since the 1930s, but not before.

Similar expressions are known from other languages: the French say Merde! (aterm that has been bor-

rowed by dancers in the English and American theatre) and Germans say Hals- und Beinbruch , fAneck and

|l eg breako, as ways of wishing someone good | uck without any
times said that the German expression is actually a corruption of a Hebrew blessing hatzlakha u -brakha ,
Afsuccess and blessingd, which may have been borrowed via Yid
theory isthat Hals- und Beinbruch was transferred into the American theatre (in which Yiddish - or German -

speaking immigrant Jews were strongly represented) sometime after World War I.

SUBMITTED BY SCOTT MURRAY
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2009/2010 BOARD

At our Annual General Meeting on August 19th 2009, the following were electe
to our Board of Directors

President Mary Ann Kennedy
Vice-President Brenda Jemmeson
Secretary Margaret Roy
Treasurer Bev Birchard

Pasti President Lesley McVey

Members-at-Large:

Bryan Frazer
Geoff Jenkins
Werner Koch
Paul Churchill
Ken McCready
Mick Banks
Teresa Stanley

ECHO SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS \

During the annual Commencement Ceremonies held at our local Secondary Schools last >
June, three deserving graduating students each received $400 scholarships from ECHO
Players. We are delighted that all three have, at some point, participated in ECHO pro-
ductions.

Justine Morrison, who appeared in last December's pantomime Aladdin, received a Joy -
MacKay Memorial Scholarship at the Ballenas Secondary School Ceremony.Brian Ander-

son, graduating from Kwalikum Secondary School, was the recipient of the other Joy

MacKay Memorial Scholarship. He composed the music and was the Musical Director for The Stillborn
Lover. He received an Honourable Mention - Original Music award when the play was performed at the North
Island Zone Drama Festival in Port Alberni in May. He intends to take a Bachelor of Music in Jazz Perform-
ance. Chris McArthur, graduating from PASS/Woodwinds Secondary School, was awarded the first Peter
Bendz Memorial Scholarship. This was established during this past season by ECHO Players in memory of Pe-
ter's steadfast efforts to make the Vancouver Island One Act Play Festival a reality and for his wish to en-
courage young thespians. Chris, who recently appeared as Jack in The Importance of Being Earnest, hopes
to attend Capilano University this Fall.

7

ECHO Players was represented by Maurice and Avril Stephenson at Ballenas SS, Geoff and Margaret Jenkins &
Kwalikum SS and Sandy Heal and Brenda Jemmeson at PASS/Woodwinds SS.

Kyla Campbell, a scholarship recipient two years ago, is now pursuing a Bachelor of Music in Jazz Perform-
ance at McGill University
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Meet the winner of ECHO Players' Season Ticket Draw, whig¢h was
made at our Annual General Meeting rédentlyize was for a sfay

at the luxurious Sooke Harbour Hdasgaret Pullen,
(showmeceiving her prize from Past President Lesley McVey), has
been a regular at Echo productions for several years and livgs in
BowserThe prize attracted a great deal of attention, resulting in an
increase in demand for season tickets for the 2009/2018lISeason.
season tickets received so far have been processed and disiibuted,
thanks to our Box Office volunteers.

WARGARET PORLEN,

Social News

We held our Annual B.B.Q. in August, which was the usual great success with 90 meGiedatidaditdun were had by
all.
We also were able to meet the Directors for the Shows for our New Season and hear about the Productions.

Now to the new season, we have our first functioh@ctaberd 2009. Thiswi# t h e Op &enopogtiveNheg it o f
Musicsb and as usufadf twer wIHdwd agraet maurri ng i n the Ghopeganj Roo

see you all there and at all the Opening Nights for the season.
~ nd as
<
lct‘:l

YANCOUVER ISLAND

ACT PLAY

s, FESTIVAL

Christmas Party: no date yet but we will be having one Mid December
New Year és Eve dinner, will of course

Information on these two items will be sent out as soon as all are firmed up.

Margaretlenkins
Social Chairperson

Vancouver Island One Act Festival
Echo are hosting this great Festival again, ddte®imtzer 6th to November &tlthe Theatre.
Echo Players have two entries. Sunday will be Matinee at 2 p.m. followed by awards a

The two Plays will be performed for you all on Thuasdalyriziy 83@ctober at 7,.30p.m. at
Theatre, so please mark the dates and come out and support these productions as th
the Festival.

The two Directors are Wendy Punter aniatglaret Randall. When further details on Festival are available | wititeefpd out a
to the Membership.

Margaret Jenkins
Festival Chairperson

Thanks to the Aug.13 moving team

A large team of willing helpers came out to move the items from the storage facility in
Qualicum Beach to the new storage facility.

Special thanks goes to Vince Norris for bringing the truck and to Vicki Banks who fed the
crew those delicious scones and coffee that kept the energy levels up.

BRAVO to Mick Banks and Phil Copple who led the charge. Many hands made the task much
easier. Thank you all. Your efforts were much appreciated.

Mary Ann Kennedy (your grateful president)
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Membership News Update

Membership News # 10.
Members in good standing 132.

Welcome to the NEW SEASON 2009/10. and in so doing welcome all the

NEW MEMBERS as follows.

Peter Rossiter, Michael Armstrong, Kelly Barnum, Louise& James Barrand,

Kim Bellwood, Ann Carney, Jim Currey, Susanna Duggan, Wendy & Bill

Rutlege, Teresa &Ron Stanley, George Youseff, Susan Warren, Colleen Sa-
| ‘ gan, Yvonne Loftus, Nancy Connah, Rob Atkinson, Jan Wallbank, and

\l/ Vince Norris.

Plus all the faithful member s who

ONE AND ALL!!

Should I have missed a name I apologizei Welcome anyway.

Reminder: cut off date for Membership Renewal is September 30®.and $15 is
the fee.

Members renewing pleased be advised your Membership Cards can be picked
up at the front desk (Box Office) from Sept. 22", 10am-3pm Tues-Sat. for the

desk.

I would like to pursue some Ideas with you the Membership, Events?? Play
reading evenings? Or any other ideas for INVOLVE-

MENT and ENJOYMENT. /\

Please contact me if anything comes to mind!
250-752-3004.

brendajemmeson@shaw.ca ’

have

THE ECHO BOARD OF DIRECTORS has made a new policy concerning auditions for
ECHO PRODUCTIONS.

Although auditions are open to anyone wishing to audition, member or non-
member, those not auditioning will be asked to stay outside the audition
space.

Mary Ann Kennedy (President, Echo Players)

We're actors - we're the opposite of people.
-- Tom Stoppard, Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are Dead (1967)

Actors search for rejection. If they don't get it they reject themselves.
--Charlie Chaplin

al

2 weeks prior to the opening of oOoOMgnoposi
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Uh-Oh, Here Comes Christmas
Following auditions held recently, Don Harper has chosen a strong cast for our Christmas production:

Peggyeéeeeéeéeé. .éé.é....Eileen Butts
DawnéeéééeeéééeéRosal ee Sullivan
Phil éééeé. eéééeé. éeé. Paul Churchill
Nickeeeeéeéeéééé. . Brian Lecky

s 7z oz oz

Rustyéeééeéeéeéeéé. Bob At kinson

[N
(1)

We are delighted to welcome Brian Lecky to ECHO Players.

Rehearsals will begian October 6th at our new facility on Van Horne Road, thanks to Mick and Vicki Banks
and Phil Copple for preparing our new rehearsal spaéhe.Producer (Alistair McVey) is assembling a tal-
ented production teanKathy Harper, an accomplished musician as well as thespian, is the Musical Director
and Accompanist and Kelly Barnum will bring her experience as a Drama Teacher to Stage Managing|and
Choreography.The set will be designed by Don Harpiie Set Construction boss will be Bill Greig, the
Lighting Designer is Roger Kemble, costumes will be managed by Dorothy Lupul and Props will be coordi-
nated by Gerri Hemphill

If you would like to participate as set constructors, lighting and sound technicians and stage crew, please call
Alistair McVey at 250752-1980.

Uh-Oh, Here Comes Christmdsy Robert Fulghum, known f@ll | Really Need to Know | learned in Kin-
dergarten has been described as fia funny, poignant <co
be excellent entertainment for the Christmas Season.

EDITOR’S NOTE:
There have been all manner of renovations happening at our wonderful Village Theatre.

The dressing rooms have had a complete @Ajm 0 (no
ing new toilets, plumbing, fixtures, paijnt I C . I
they are fantastic. Al so, I know the #AG|e¢g mo i s

on of

nét able to get an official report for tii
when all is finished.

I came across this new
statue down by the cruise
ship port and saw Qualicum's
favourite son as large as
life in bronze.

Robin Black.




