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From the Editor's Desk...
 

Oh What a Season!
by Teresa Stanley

 Our last production has come to a successful end and now we reflect
on what a fantastic season 2015-2016 truly was.  
Our strong season opener Calendar Girls played to record houses. In
fact, the box office answering machine had message requests for
tickets weeks before opening night.  Through the sales of
their calendars, ECHO Players proudly presented a cheque
for $5468.00 to the Nanaimo & District Hospital Foundation for the

https://www.facebook.com/EchoPlayers/
http://www.echoplayers.ca/


purchase of  a much needed CT machine. 
The 11th annual Vancouver Island juried one-act play festival show-
cased several Island clubs' talents from as far away as Gabriola Island
and Courtenay. Our esteemed adjudicators, Nicola Cavendish and Rob
Mowbray, were most impressed by the quality of all entries. ECHO Players
did very well with our two shows winning, Best Production, Best Director,
Best Actor, Best Supporting Actor (Swan's Song) and Best Actress (Nasty
Things). Our Christmas show Merry Christmas George
Bailey attracted many new members to our club. Actors and crew (young
and older) many of whom had never participated in a production before
delighted audiences filling them with the Christmas spirit. Our first
production of 2016 A Sound of Murder thrilled mostly sold out audiences.
 As one reviewer stated it was a, "deliciously convoluted tale of intrigue,
shifting alliances and dark suspense."  
Our play season ended as strongly as it began with our production of  A
Doll's House also our Theatre BC zone festival entry.  Deservedly, it
received the Best Actress and Actor awards. A PQB News reviewer
quoted, "Kelly and Hill deliver their lines so well that the audience
might almost forget it's just a play." Honourable mentions were also
given for Direction, Production, Costumes and Best Supporting
Actress.
We not only had a fantastic season of plays, we had several Social Club
nights: play readings Dick Whittington written by our own Julian
Packer and Tom Stoppard's Heroes our annual Christmas and New
Year's parties filled with conversation, camaraderie and cheer,  New
Members night (we welcomed many new faces),  and our mid year
General Meeting where we were entertained by a "taste of" next
Season's play offerings.  

Oh what a Season.  BRAVO! It was so much fun, let's do it again.

Enjoy this Summer's edition of the Bugle, packed with important dates
of upcoming events and auditions. As always, I look forward to hearing
your comments and feedback.  Oh, and keep those pictures coming!

Click Here for your Newsletter feedback, ideas and
pictures

mailto:teresas@telus.net


From the President's Desk...

   
   

Mike's Message
 

ECHO PLAYERS ARTS FUND
At our May Board of Directors meeting your Board approved the
formation of a new fund entitled the ECHO Players Arts Fund.
This came about for a number of reasons but the main reason is
because we own the Village Theatre in Qualicum Beach. In 2010 it
was designated as a Heritage Building by the Town of Qualicum
Beach.  The Society’s major source of income is from the sale of
tickets and some local businesses sponsors. Currently, we do not
receive any grant funding from institutions or governments with
the exception of tax relief from the Town of Qualicum Beach.  The
theatre building is a landmark in Qualicum Beach and is
approaching 70 years in age and requires ongoing maintenance. It
currently requires a new roof, which is a major expense. Our heat
pump also needs replacement in the near future. 



In order to maintain the theatre and to continue to provide
quality entertainment, the Board of Directors of the Society
created the ECHO Arts Fund. The objectives of this Fund are to: 

1. Maintain the Heritage Building to meet all standards

2. Provide ongoing requirements necessary for quality
productions

3. Provide community support through workshops,
scholarships and facilities for theatrical endeavors and
for arts in general.

4. Contribute to the love of theatre, and to the
recognition of the Theatre as a major Heritage Building
by having a mural painted on the large west wall of the
building. To be painted by a professional artist, the
mural will creatively depict local actors. It will become a
landmark visual identification of the Town of Qualicum
Beach.

The launching of the ECHO Players Arts Fund will enable the
Society to better serve the many arts patrons in the region and to
maintain its heritage building as a living structure benefiting the
community. During the first year of the Fund donors will be
recognized on a special wall at the theatre and on the ECHO
Website. The recognition of donors will be as follows:

FOUNDERS

ECHO Players invites those who believe in the mission statement
of this new fund to become a Founding Member.  Membership is
open to all at one of three  levels. The fund is open for support
beginning June 21, 2016 and will remain open until June 9, 2017. 
Incremental donations may be made to join at any level. Members
will receive CRA tax receipts for the year(s) in which payments are
made.

Founding members will be acknowledged on a plaque to be
mounted in the ECHO Theatre and on the ECHO Players website: 

PLATINUM LEVEL FOUNDERS

$1,000



Members will receive two full season tickets for two seasons:
2016/17 and 2017/18

GOLD LEVEL FOUNDERS

$750

Members will receive two full season tickets for the season
2016/2017.

SILVER LEVEL FOUNDERS

$500

Members will receive a single season ticket or four single tickets
for any production in the season 2016/2017.

On June 21st a Summer Solstice Party was held at the home of
Mariellen and Joe Martin announcing the creation of our new
fund. Some 70 people from our region were invited and most
attended. As President of ECHO Players I explained the history of
the club and the reasons for the formation of the new Fund. I then
invited them to consider making a donation. I am delighted to
report that we received $12,350 that evening and got pledges for
at least another $2,000. I want to thank Mariellen and Joe for
their kindness and support of our Society. Their enthusiasm and
willingness to open their home was a significant factor in our
initial success.

Mike Andrews

President ECHO Players
 

Your Board of Directors &
Committee Chairs



 Board of Directors
 
Past President - Alistair McVey      
              
President - Mike Andrews              
              
Vice President - Ken McReady      
                 
Treasurer - Wendy Punter              
             
Secretary - Rose Knabb

Directors:
Margaret Jenkins
Jim Windsor
Susan Warner
Chris Lee
Linda Attley
Teresa Stanley
 

 

Committee Chairs & Department
Heads

Artisic Direction - Alistair McVey  

Technical - Ken McCready

Social - Margaret Jenkins

Theatre Management - Chris Lee

Membership - Lesley McVey

Theatre BC Rep  & North Island
Zone Rep - Linda Attley

Play Reading - H.M. Randall

Front of House - Gill Taylor  

Costumes - Celia Wesselman

Archivist - Eileen Butts

Script Library - Fran Trehearne

Concession/Groups/Subscriptions -
Denise Schuetz-Jones

Phoning Committee & Costume
Rental - Lucy Churchill

Properties - Judi Andrews

Web Master - Chris Lee

Bugle Editor - Teresa Stanley



Committee News

Echo Players' Website
Has a New Look!

Thanks to our very talented web designer, Chris Lee, we have
updated our website.  This beautiful and professional new look truly
reflects the high calibre of people who make up our membership and
the top notch shows we produce each season for our audiences in the
Oceanside area.  If you haven't checked it out yet, visit
http://www.echoplayers.ca or Click the link below to go straight there!



 

ECHO Players Celebrate Canada's
Sesquicentennial (150th) Birthday
by Jim Windsor

 

At our most recent meeting, the ECHO Players Board determined
that it would be appropriate for us to participate in the upcoming

celebrations of Canada's 150th birthday in 2017.

To this end, an ad hoc committee has been formed to make
suggestions to the Board as to how we might become involved.

Therefore, the purpose of this request is two-fold:

Click Here to Visit the Echo Players Website

http://www.echoplayers.ca/


1. We ask any and all ECHO Members who might be interested

in being part of a Canada 150th Birthday Celebration
Committee to contact Jim Windsor. 

2. To elicit suggestions from the membership as to what events,
actions, etc. ECHO Players might undertake as part of the
Canada-wide celebrations.

 

If you are interested in serving on the committee or if
you have suggestions for our participation, please 
contact Jim Windsor by clicking the button below.

 

Artistic Direction
by Alistair McVey

ECHO PLAYERS 2016 – 2017 SEASON
 

At ECHO Players we strive to share a collection of plays that will
entertain, amaze and create worlds on our stage for our audiences
to enjoy. The 2016 - 17 season: a musical, drama, comedy, and a
traditional Christmas pantomime showcases a creative
community of directors, actors and designers that bring a vibrancy
and rich experience to the Oceanside community.    We can’t wait
to see you at the theatre.
 

THE COCKTAIL HOUR by A. R. Gurney 

Click here to email Jim or call 250-594-9091

mailto:jimwindsor5@gmail.com?subject=ECHO%20Players%20150th%20Birthday%20Celebration


Director Jeanne Atkinson

October 13 – 30, 2016

Funny and heartbreakingly poignant, The Cocktail Hour is a
comedy about how far one family can stretch the ties that bind
them.  From the author of The Dining Room, Love Letters, and
Sylvia, this play will have audiences shaken and stirred with
laughter as one family confronts its demons.
 

VANCOUVER ISLAND JURIED ONE ACT PLAY FESTIVAL

November 1 – 6, 2016
 

DICK WHITTINGTON by Julian Packer

Directed by Julian Packer

December 14 – 31, 2016

ECHO Players pantomime this year presents the rags-to-riches
adventure story of Dick Whittington.  Expect plenty of laughs,
outrageous costumes, special effects and unmissable
entertainment for all the family.   This is a Christmas treat you
don’t want to miss.
 

MARION BRIDGE by Daniel MacIvor

Directed by Wendy Punter

February 16 – March 5, 2017

Midway through Marion Bridge, Agnes wonders: “Why doesn’t
anything match up to our imagining of it?”  Daniel MacIvor’s
Governor General’s Award-nominated play is a perfect gem. It
combines insightful writing and pointed Cape Breton humour for
an immensely satisfying evening that tugs tenderly at the
heartstrings.
 

THE PIRATES OF PENZANCE by W. S. Gilbert and Arthur
Sullivan



Directed by Mari Lynn Kelly

April 27 – May 14, 2017

The Pirates of Penzance is one of the zaniest of all Gilbert and
Sullivan's mad facetious musicals.  It's a staggering funfest of a
show, full of sparkle and sentiment. First performed in New York
in 1879, this classic from the brilliant Gilbert and Sullivan has
entertained young and old alike for over a hundred years. Set on a
pirate ship as a play-within-a-play, The Pirates of Penzance is
good fun for the whole family.

If you would like to be part of one or more of these productions
either on stage, backstage or front of house, please contact the
Directors or call Alistair McVey 250-752-1980.  You can email
Alistair by clicking the button below. 

In the Library
by Fran Trehearne

In addition to a collection of over 1500 scripts and nearly 50
anthologies, the ECHO Players Script Library has a small but
growing selection of reference materials related to the various
aspects of theatre arts.  These materials can be checked out by
ECHO Player members in the same way as scripts.  Just stop by
the library any Wednesday between 10 A.M. and noon on any day

Click Here for more information on getting
involved in next Season's productions

mailto:jamcvey@telus.net?subject=I%20am%20interested%20in%20getting%20involved%20with%20Echo%20Players%20next%20Season's%20Plays


when the ECHO Players Box Office is open.  We’ll be happy to
show you what we have. (Remember the ECHO Players Box Office
will not be open during the summer)

Here are a few examples of the publications we hold:

Thinking Like a Director - Michael Bloom

Based on nearly twenty years of directing and teaching
experience Thinking Like a Director is a practical hand book that
aims to convey the experience of directing and the theatrical
mindset that successful directors possess.  Michael Bloom’s book
details a comprehensive technique that covers every stage of a
production – from the director’s first reading of teh play through
final rehearsals.

Stage Makeup, 9th Edition - Richard Corson, James
Glova

Known as “the bible of stage makeup” the 9th edition addresses
makeup principles and techniques for any actor in all types of
stage productions. The book covers all aspects of stage makeup in
detail and contains over 400 photographs, drawings and diagrams
demonstrating step-by-step procedures. This is a classic
publication which remains accurate and comprehensive,
providing information which all readers – whether new actors or
seasoned professional makeup artists will benefit.
 

The Stage Craft Handbook - Daniel A Ionazzi

Daniel Ionazzi is the director of production at the UCLA
Department of Theatre.  His complete guide to all aspects of
constructing a stage set, managing a scene shop, selecting and
handling materials, creating shop drawings and keeping costs in
line was created as a teaching tool.  Clearly written and heavily
illustrated, this book covers every aspect of scenery construction.
                      



Properties Update
by Judi Andrews

I am delighted to report with the help of Mo Ross and Karen Donald,
the Fabric Room is now organized and, in the future, set décor people
will be able to find what they are looking for. I could not have done it
without Mo and Karen’s assistance and I am very grateful to them for
their help.

We are anxiously awaiting the moving of the props cupboards so we
can then have everything readily available for our 2016-2017 season.

Productions
 



North Island Zone Festival 

The Cast and Crew of A Doll's House were well recognized at this
year's Theatre BC North Island Zone 2016 Festival in Campbell River.
 The following  Awards were made by the Adjudicator, Kathryn Shaw,
to ECHO Players' production of A Doll's House :

Jennifer Kelly  -  Best Performance by a Female Actor in a Lead Role

Steve Hill - Best Performance by a Male Actor in a Supporting Role

Kerry Campbell- Honourable Mention for Best Performance by a
Female Actor in a Supporting Role

Sue Murguly - Honourable Mention for Director

Celia Wesselman - Honourable Mention for Costume Design

A Doll's House - Honourable Mention for Production



We are all very proud of ECHO's production entry this year and of all
the members who were a part of a Doll's House.  Kathryn remarked
that there was a very high standard from all participating groups this
year - she also commented on how great it was to see the wide range of
ages in our production from the youngest to eldest and all in between!!

Auditions: 
 

Calling All Actors!
 



ECHO PLAYERS invite new and experienced actors to the
following auditions:
 

PARTS STILL AVAILABLE FOR: 

DICK WHITTINGTON - by Julian Packer
Director:  Julian Packer

Auditions were held the end of June.  However, we still need
another ten adults to act in the chorus and take speaking roles. 
 

Here is a complete list of characters in the show:

Dick- could be played by a male or female, able to sing and move,
energetic, enthusiastic, loveable; a romantic adventurer. 20-40
but looks and moves youngish

Alice Fitzwarren - the romantic female, sensible, straightforward,
responsible, able to sing and move, 16-30

Alderman Fitzwarren - enthusiastic entrepreneur, has problems
with syntax and speech, sometimes befuddled; older gentleman

Town Crier - could be male or female;  'in charge' kind of person,
probably older, loves to sing and move.

Lord Mayor of London - male or female; self important but
straightforward, a bit of a pontificator, not a youngster.

Queen (or King) Rat - a nasty piece of work, verbally venomous,
but has a vulnerable side, too. Able to sing and move. Age not so
important as ability to portray evil and rile the audience.

Good Fairy - at the moment, a traditional fairy; sweet but forceful;
could be a singer.

Idle Jack - not so much a comic as a naive young man with
charming mannerisms and a yawn; a singer, able to relate to
audience.

Steamy Sarah - the dame; male; able to belt out a song, loves an
audience and her makeup.

Captain Cockle - a comic, full of bluster, big personality, belts out



a song, moves (after a fashion) 40-75

Mr. Mussel, the Mate - a comic, good at 'one liners', belts out a
song, loves to dance. 40-75

Tommy, the Cat - an agile young person, able to meow loudly and
turn cartwheels and perform other ways of 'chasing' rats.

The Sultan of Morocco - male, older, full of oriental charm

Chorus (lots of them)...at times citizens, guards, sailors, rats,
harem ladies, all willing to sing and move and  be enthusiastic and
make costume changes....

If you would like to be considered for one of these
roles, please call me at 250 752 1987 or email me at
rjpacker@telus.net

 

MARION BRIDGE by Daniel MacIvor (February 16 to March
5, 2017)

Director:  Wendy Punter

3 completely different sisters gather at their dying mother’s home
in Cape Breton and discover a better understanding of each other. 
This will be our 2017 Zone Festival entry.

3 women, 30 – 40 or young enough to look it.  Script readings and
improvs;  a memorized monologue or poem is required.

Auditions: August 27 at 1 pm and August 29 at 7:00
pm at the Village Theatre. 
 

THE PIRATES OF PENZANCE by Gilbert & Sullivan (April
27 to May 14, 2017)

Director:  Mari Lyn Kelly

Directed by Mari Lyn Kelly, this well-known operetta/ musical has
the usual characters and choruses with wonderful music and local
humour.  

Auditions: September 18 at 2:00 pm and

mailto:rjpacker@telus.net


September 20 at 7:00pm at the Village Theatre.  
 

For further information, contact the Directors or Alistair McVey at
250-752-1980.  Click on the button below to email Alistair. 
 

Vancouver Island Juried
One Act Play Festival 
by Margaret Jenkins

The 12th Annual Vancouver Island One Act Play Festival will again be
hosted by ECHOPlayers on November 1 - 6th at Village Theatre.  Mark
it on your calendars and come out to support all the groups.  

If anyone is interested in submitting a play entry, please contact

Click here to email for more information or call
250-752-1980

mailto:jamcvey@telus.net?subject=I%20would%20like%20more%20information%20on%20Echo's%20upcoming%20Auditions


Margaret Jenkins at 250-752-5962 or click below to email.
 

Our Season in Pictures
 

A Doll's House
April 21st - May 8th

Click Here to request an application to Direct a Play
for the Vancouver Island One Act Play Festival

mailto:gmjen1000@gmail.com?subject=I%20would%20like%20information%20or%20an%20application%20for%20the%20Vancouver%20Island%20One%20Act%20Play%20festival




Qualicum Beach Family Day
May 29





Save the Dates
 

August 18th 

August 25

August 27

August 29th

September 18 

September 20
 

Echo Players Barbecue - Rotary Park

Annual General Meeting - Village Theatre 7:30 PM

Audition - Marion Bridge - Village Theatre  1:00 PM

Audition - Marion Bridge - Village Theatre 7:00 PM

Audition - Pirates of Penzance - Village Theatre
2:00 PM

Audition - Pirates Of Penzance - Village Theatre
7:00 PM     



Theatre Links: 
http://www.community-theatre.com/

http://freedom-to-direct.wikispaces.com/Rehearsal+-+Day+to+day+work

http://www.theatrebc.org

http://www.b2btheatre.com
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