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Or should we call this one the allergy edition...? 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 
It's hard to believe we're already at the end of another ECHO Players season!  It's 

been a fantastic year that started off strong and gathered momentum throughout 

the season; finishing off with a BEST PRODUCTION AWARD (among MANY 

others) at the North Island Zone Festival!  Read on for a rundown of recent 

activities, details on upcoming events and much more exciting ECHO news!  

Kerry Campbell - Bugle Editor 
 

 

Click Here to leave your Newsletter feedback, ideas and photos  
 

mailto:kc@kcvoiceworks.com?subject=The%20Bugle


  



 

  

 

What an amazing year we have had, with our four plays of the season, the 

Vancouver Island One Act Festival, Spam & Maple Syrup Part 

Deux and all the other activities our members have been  involved in.  It has 

certainly been a busy and challenging one.  Our on-line ticketing system was 

implemented in June, 2017 and has been very successful in providing 

information and the ability to purchase tickets through our website at 

www.echoplayers.ca .  We were very happy to have patrons from across North 

America purchase their tickets; something that was not possible previously. 

 

Hilda’s Yard, The Christmas Express and Hay Fever had many sold 

out performances.  We are so pleased that some cast members were either 

first time performers or new to E.C.H.O. Players.  

Our One Act Juried Festival in November was likely the most successful 

one we’ve had in a number of years and this year promises to be as 

successful.  This would not be possible without the dedication and 

commitment of our Festival Chair, Margaret Jenkins and her talented and 

incredible crew. 

https://echoplayers.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0f365b4e27d327acdbf48829e&id=b7a704cdd6&e=b4e5d68622


 

 

Our North Island Zone Festival entry Collected Stories was a successful 

endeavour, winning Best Production, Best Ensemble Acting, Best Backstage 

Crew, Best Costumes, Best Set Design and Best Props.  Congratulations to 

the cast and crew for such an amazing production.  We are proud to support 

Collected Stories in competition at Mainstage in Vernon,BC on June 

29th and we wish them the best of luck! 

 

Spam & Maple Syrup Part Deux was also a successful endeavour, with 

our 4 performances either sold out or close to it! 

 

Our 2017-18 season has ended successfully and our 2018-19 season looks to 

be a busy one with two musical productions, something we haven’t done 

before.  I think we’re up to the challenge. 

 

As we wind down for the summer, I would like to acknowledge the many 

members of E.C.H.O. Players who give so much of their time, expertise, 

energy and commitment to the success of our theatre. We couldn’t provide 

such quality productions without them! 

 

Mark your calendar for our annual BBQ on Thursday, August 23, 5PM at the 

Rotary Club on the Island Highway in Qualicum Beach. 

 

Please, enjoy all the beauty and activities that our Oceanside area has to 

offer over the summer. 

  

Rose Knabb 

President 

 

  

  



 

 

WINNING SMILES 

ECHO Players takes Collected Stories 

to  Theatre BC Mainstage Festival 2018 

 

Collected Stories won top honours and will now go forward to 

represent the North Island Zone at Theatre BC’s MAINSTAGE 

Provincial Drama Festival held this year in Vernon from June 29th to 



 

July 7, 2018. The play, written by Donald Margulies, will be 

performed at the Vernon and District Performing Arts Centre on 

Friday, June 29th. 

  

We are thrilled to announce that ECHO Players' production of 

Collected Stories won the Best Production award at the North 

Island Zone Festival Awards at Nanaimo’s Bailey Studio Theatre on 

May 26th.   Collected Stories also received the Best Ensemble 

Award for Jennifer Kelly and Beth DeVolder; Best Set Design for 

George Murguly; Best Costume Design for Jane Still; Best Props 

for Tricia Browne & Roxanne Kehler, and Best Backstage Co-

ordination. Congratulations to all the Collected Stories actors 

and production team.  We wish them the best at Theatre BC’s 

Mainstage in Vernon.   

 

 



 

 

 



 

  

 

Among other awards given out were those to Nanaimo Theatre Group’s Good 

People for Best Director: Sheila Bowman; Best Female Lead and Sound 

Design: Sherri McLean; Best Female Supporting Actor: Laura 

Buechler.  Courtenay Little Theatre’s Humble Boy won awards for Best 

Male Supporting Actor: John Faris and Best Fight Choreography. Portal 

Players’ Complete Works of Shakespeare (abridged) was recognized 

as Runner up to Best production,  Elliot Drew as Best Male Lead and Diena 

Tyne for Best Lighting Design. 

  



 

In addition, Pink performed by Hope Myre and Imogen Brown directed by 

Jennifer Kelly from ECHO Players was extremely well received by the 

audience before the awards ceremony.  The young actors received a standing 

ovation for their work. There were many in tears and all were deeply touched 

by their work.  

  

  

 

 

Click here for more info and tickets for Theatre BC's Mainstage 2018  
 

https://echoplayers.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0f365b4e27d327acdbf48829e&id=9ad1a90735&e=b4e5d68622


  

 

 

Committee News 

 

  

ECHO Players’ Theatre Management 

Committee 

(a.k.a. the unsung heroes!) 

  

The Committee was established by the Board of ECHO Players to see that 

the Village Theatre is maintained in excellent condition and to develop a 



list of future projects to accomplish this.  Currently, the Committee 

includes Don Punter, Jim Windsor (Board member), Bill Greig and Alistair 

McVey (Chair). Each member has had experience in facilities management 

during his career.  

  

The following gives an idea of the range of activities requiring our 

attention: 

• Annual Fire inspection 

• Annual Inspection of fire extinguishers 

• Annual Inspection of Emergency lighting system 

• Other safety matters, including the installation of illuminated light 

switches in many areas of the building 

• Servicing of Furnace – twice-yearly 

• Co-ordinating of cleaning of the Theatre and Hilliers Site with 

Oceanside Janitorial Services 

• Tendering of larger maintenance issues (electrical, plumbing, HVAC, 

etc.) 

• Organizing maintenance and cleaning work crews 

• On-call contacts for Price Alarms 

• Installation of energy-efficient LED lights wherever possible on an 

ongoing basis 

• Continual running small repairs (there is a clipboard in the Box 

Office for members to note matters that require our attention). 

We are indebted to several of our set constructors, such as Wayne Kehler 

and Fred Knabb, who help us with certain tasks. 

  

REPLACEMENT OF THE HEAT PUMP: 

  

This has been our major project for the current season and has been 

planned for some time.  The first stage involved the Comfort Group 



installing new ductwork and controls above the stage and into the two 

dressing rooms last Fall.  Right away, we detected an even flow of warmer 

air onto the stage and into the dressing rooms.  Members will be pleased to 

hear that the blast of air above Lower Stage Left has also been eliminated.   

  

The next part of the project involved the installation by Fortis of a new gas 

line to the alley behind the Theatre.  This will be connected to the new heat 

pump soon, the gas being used as a backup during the cooler months. 

  

The actual replacement of the heat pump took place this month.  A crane 

arrived at 7:30am, removed the old pump and lifted the new unit onto the 

roof within an hour.  Two new thermostats control the temperature for 

both sides of the Proscenium arch.  The air-conditioning is already proving 

to be very effective with the pump being very quiet, removing the necessity 

for stage managers to turn the system off during performances. 

 

Submitted by TMC Chairperson, Alistair McVey 



 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

Staged Play Reading 



 

 

On April 30th the ECHO Players Play Reading Committee hosted a very 

successful staged reading of Dimming the Lights, written by by ECHO 

member Jay Silverberg.  The audience was  welcomed to Ward 5, where 

they were treated to an irresistible concoction of melodramas that 

delved into the inner conflict of mortality with a host of remarkable, 

memorable characters and all ranges of emotions; from heartfelt inner 

conflict to outrageous dark humour.  Bravo to the participants - it was a 

hugely successful and entertaining evening! 

 

  

 

 



 

 

What a bunch of...SPAMS!  

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 



 

  

 

  



 

Spam and Maple Syrup Part Deux was another huge success this year, 

raising eyebrows and raising upwards of $8000 for the ECHO Arts 

Fund! The four almost-sold-out shows were bigger, bolder and 

funnier than ever!  Kudos to Jim Windsor for his organization of the 

event, and to everyone involved both onstage and off.  Special thanks 

to Margaret and her crew for the SPAMwiches* which "went down a 

treat"! 

*made from certified organic** non GMO*** grass fed**** SPAM 

**complete fabrication 

***absolutely false 



 

****totally bogus 

 

 

 

 

Auditions! 

  



 

Enchanted April 

 

 

Additional auditions for Men will be held on Thursday, July 5th 

at the Hilliers rehearsal space, #6 - 3125 Van Horne Rd. - off 

Highway 4 to Port Alberni  

 

Still needed – 1 man - 25–30 yrs.old – 2 men – 30 – 30 yrs.old 

Tell your friends, neighbours and kids!  Pass the word 

along!   

Scripts can be obtained from Linda Attley - 250–752-2536 or 

livenlaugh@shaw.ca   

 

Peter Pan   Book, music & lyrics by Piers Chater-

mailto:livenlaugh@shaw.ca


Robinson 

Adapted by Julian Packer 

Based on the novel by JM Barrie 

Show Dates: December 13 – 30 2018    

 

The delightful and classic story of childhood, fantasy, and staying 

young and daring set to a lively musical score.   Guaranteed to 

charm and satisfy all audiences young and young at heart.  This 

show requires 20 to 30 cast members – many young people and 

adults of all ages!  

  

AUDITION DATES:  

Thursday June 14th  6-9 pm 

Friday 15th June 6-9 pm 

Saturday 16th June 12-4 pm 

LOCATION:   

Shelly Road Centre, 186 Shelley Rd. in Parksville  



 

CALLBACK DATE:  Saturday, June 23rd  1-4 pm 

LOCATION: 

#6 - 3125 Van Horne Rd. - off Highway 4 to Port Alberni 

(Hilliers Space) 

 

CONTACT PERSON:   

Judi Andrews, Producer at jbba@shaw.ca  

 

 

Second Chances  Original book, lyrics by David 

Jewell. Music by David Jewell and Nico Rhodes      

Show Dates:  Feb 14 – Mar 3 2019  

Director and Choregrapher:  Jennifer Kelly 

 

 Second Chances is thrilled to make its debut for the upcoming 

ECHO 2018-19 season. It is a story written by local playwright David 

mailto:jbba@shaw.ca


Jewell with music by David and talented musical director/composer 

Nico Rhodes. Inspired by a conversation between the author and a 

homeless man, Second Chances is a tale that celebrates the triumph 

of the human spirit in trying circumstances. The setting is New York 

City, 1955.  An Off Broadway theatre struggles with only two weeks 

until the opening night of their production Ole Louisiana. However, 

the arrival of a mysterious stranger sets in motion a series of 

unpredictable events. Second Chances  follows the tradition of 

musicals from the golden era. It is a captivating story embracing 

drama, comedy and romance that is sure to thrill audiences. 

 

AUDITION REQUIREMENTS:  

One prepared musical theatre song showing your vocal range and a 

1 minute monologue. Please bring comfortable shoes in case you are 

asked to dance. 

 

AUDITION DATES:     

June 10th 6:00 – 9:00 pm  Studio B 

June 11th 5:30 – 8:30 pm  Library 

 

CALL BACK DATE: 

June 17th 6:00 – 9:00 pm  Studio B 

 

LOCATION:   

Qualicum Beach School of Dance, 744 Primrose St. 



 

Qualicum Beach 

Audition spaces are still available - book yours now! 

CONTACT PERSON:   

Sue Murguly, Producer at smurguly@telus.net   

 

 

STAY TUNED:  

 

AUDITIONS WILL BE HELD IN JANUARY for  

Almost, Maine by John Cariani   

 

Show Dates:  April 18 –May 5, 2019   

This will be our 2019 North Island Zone Festival entry 

Director:  Don  Harper 

 

 

mailto:smurguly@telus.net


  

 

  



 

 

Coming to the Village Theatre 

November 5th through the 11th 

hosted by ECHO Players   

This fantastic week of theatre keeps growing... 

...so now's the time to get involved! 

 

  

Click here contact Margaret Jenkins for more info  
 

mailto:gmjen1000@gmail.com?subject=One%20Act%20Play%20Festival


  

 

 

 
 

Save the Dates  

 

  

June 10, 11, 17 
 
 
June 14, 15, 16, 23 
 

Second Chances 
Auditions 
 
Peter Pan Auditions 
 



 

August 23 
 
 
August 30 
 
 
  

 

 

ECHO Players Summer 
Barbeque 
 
ECHO Players Annual 
General Meeting and 
Election of Officers 

  

 

 

  

 

Your 2017-18  

 

Board of Directors 



 

 

and Committee Chairs 

 

  

 

Board of Directors 
 
President - Rose Knabb 
                
Vice President - Mike 
Andrews    
 
Past President - Ken 
McCready 
    
Treasurer - Wendy 
Punter   
                          
Secretary - 
Kerry Campbell 
  

 

 

Directors at Large 
  

Margaret Jenkins 
 

Jim Windsor 
 

Susan Warner 
 

Jennifer Kelly 
 

Linda Attley 
 

Sue Murguly 
  

 

 

  
Committee Chairs & Department Heads 

Archivist - Eileen Butts 
Artistic Direction - Susan Warner 

Bar Management - Jan Taggert 
Costume Rental - Lucy Churchill 

Costumes - Celia Wesselman 
ECHO Players Arts Fund - Mike Andrews 

Front of House -  
Concession - Tricia Browne 

Health & Safety - Alistair McVey 
Membership - Lesley McVey 

North Island Zone Festival Rep - Lesley McVey 
One Act Play Festival - Margaret Jenkins 

Phoning Committee -  Lucy Churchill 
Play Reading - Helen Margaret Randall 

Properties - Judi Andrews 
Publicity - Linda Attley 



 

School Liaison - Jennifer Kelly 
Set Coordination & Hilliers - Phil Copple 

Social - Margaret Jenkins 
Subscriptions - Linda Attley 
Technical - Ken McCready 

The Bugle Newsletter Editor - Kerry Campbell 
Theatre BC Rep - Lesley McVey 

Theatre Management - Alistair McVey 
Web Master - Chris Lee 

 

 

 

Theatre Links:  

 
http://www.theatrebc.org 

 
https://bardonthebeach.org/ 

 
http://intrepidtheatre.com/festivals/fringe-festival/ 

 
https://www.citt.org/ 

 
http://ladysmiththeatre.com/  

  

 

 

 

Copyright © E.C.H.O. Players 

Village Theatre,  All rights reserved. 

   

Our mailing address is: 

110 West 2nd Ave 

Qualicum Beach BC 

V9K 1S8 

250-752-3522 
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these emails? 

 

You can update your preferences 

or 

unsubscribe from this list 
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